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INTRODUCTION

An important 
step in assisting 
those involved 

in incidents that 
may lead to the 
need for a place 

of refuge to 
make the right 
decisions at the 

right time.

November 2003, 
IMO adopted two 

resolutions 
addressing the 
issue of places 

of refuge for 
ships in distress

Res A.949(23) 
Guidelines on 

places of 
refuge for ships 

in need of 
assistance

Res A.950(23)
Maritime 

Assistance 
Services (MAS)



INTRODUCTION – SHIPPING TREND
1. Variety products carried on 

board ships transiting the 
Straits;

2. 2016 to 2018 statistic beyond 
80,000 ships;

3. Slightly increase more than 
13,671 ships between 2009 
and 2018;

4. Granting access to a “Place 
of Refuge” in the SOM will 
be an issues to the Coastal 
States, i.e environmentally, 
economically, populations, 
political decision, etc.



TIMELINE

40th TTEG Meeting 

agreement as a new 

Project under the CM 

(2015)

Funding from IMO 

Straits Trust Fund 

(2016)

Mooted the idea and 

supported by IMO 

Representatives at the 

39th TTEG Meeting

(2014)

1st Workshop on Straits 

Project 11 in Malaysia 

(2017)

Workshop outcome 

discussed at the 42nd

TTEG Meeting 

(2017)

Revision on the PoR 

Guidelines at the IMO 

100th MSC Meeting 

(2018)

Coastal State Fact 

Finding Questionnaire

(2019)

2nd Workshop on Straits 

Project 11 in Malaysia 

(2020)



TIMELINE –
EXISTING FOCAL COMMUNICATION

Mr. Raymond Sianturi, 
DGST, e-mail : 
indomarinav@yahoo.com

Mr. Mohd Fairoz Rozali, 
MMD, e-mail : 
fairoz@marine.gov.my;

Capt Daknashamoorthy
Ganasen, MPA, e-mail : 
Daknashamoorthy_GANAS
EN@mpa.gov.sg

Indonesia Malaysia Singapore

mailto:indomarinav@yahoo.com
mailto:fairoz@marine.gov.my
mailto:Daknashamoorthy_GANASEN@mpa.gov.sg


TIME LINE
- 1ST WORKSHOP

No Information

1 Venue : Granada Hotel, Johor Bahru, Johor
Date : 7 – 10 February 2017;

2 Participants: -
(i) 12 pax from Indonesia, Malaysia & Singapore;
(ii) 5 observers 

3 IMO Expert : Mr Hugh Shaw, UK SOSREP
Facilitator : Marine Department Malaysia

4 USD25,000 comprises of: -
(i) DSA (flight ticket, per diem, etc) – USD 17,000;
(ii) Meeting / Course Package – USD 5,000;
(iii) Miscellaneous - USD 3,000;

No Recommendation

1 Each States’ National Plans to feature procedures for 
dealing with places of refuge incidents in accordance 
with IMO Res A.949(23). 

2 Decision Making / Competent Authority

3 IMO expert to visit Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore

4 Develop modified EU Operational Guidelines for SOMS 
area use.

5 Plan and execute TTX to test new SOMS area place of 
refuge guidelines. Opportunity to engage with industry. 

6 Establish SOMS Area Place of Refuge Co-operation 
Group



RECENT DEVELOPMENT

• VTMIS - Places of Refuge EU Operational Guidelines 
Version 5 - Final 1 dated  February 2018EU & EMSA

• Proposes new output for the NCSR 7 for a revision of 
resolution A.949(23) 

• To ensure that the resolution remains up to date and 
continues to serve as an effective instrument providing 
a clear framework

100 MSC (2018)

• Revision of the Guidelines on places of refuge for ships 
in need of assistance (resolution A.949(23) at NCSR 7 
(2020)NCSR 6 (2019)



2020 
Workshop

26 – 28 
Feb

Kuala 
Lumpur

IMO Expert

INTERTANKO*

ITOPF*

12 
participants

USD20K

Coastal State 
Fact Finding 

Questionnaire

• Draft Guidelines to 
be shared at the 13th

CF; 
• Endorse at the 45th

TTEG Meeting; 
• Incorporated in the 

existing mechanism 
– Joint SOP / 
ASEAN ROSCP / etc

FUTURE OUTLOOK



CONCLUSION

“More international instruments will not contribute to further increases of 
safety at sea, but require more efficient implementation of regimes, 
enhance and better coordination national, regional and international 
framework will serve the purpose…”

“Steps taken by the littoral States to ensure the vital shipping lane is 
secure and open ….”


